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Non-Discrimination
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States parties shall ensure that there is neither direct nor

indirect discrimination against women. Direct discrimination
against women constitutes different treatment explicitly
based on grounds of sex and gender differences. Indirect

discrimination against women occurs when a law, policy,
programme or practice appears to be neutral in so far as it
relates to men and women, but has a discriminatory effect in
practice on women because pre-existing inequalities are not
addressed by the apparently

neutral measure.

CEDAW, General recommendation No. YA on the core
obligations of States parties under article Y of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
WomenY Y@ paras. ‘1.

The obligation to fulfil requires that States parties take a
wide variety of steps to ensure that women and men enjoy
equal rights de jure and de facto.

States parties are under an obligation to respect, protect and
fulfil the right to nondiscrimination

of women and to ensure the development and advancement
of women in order that they improve their position and
implement their right of de jure and de facto or substantive
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equality with men.

CEDAW, General recommendation No. YA on the core
obligations of States parties under article ¥ of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
WomenY Y@ paras. 4, V1.

Inherent to the principle of equality between men and
women, or gender equality, is the concept that all human
beings, regardless of sex, are free to develop their personal
abilities, pursue their professional careers and make choices
without the limitations set by stereotypes, rigid gender roles
and prejudices. States parties are called upon to use
exclusively the concepts of equality of women and men or
gender equality and not to use the concept of gender equity in
implementing their obligations under the Convention.
CEDAW, General recommendation No. YA on the core
obligations of States parties under article ¥ of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
WomenY+\é para. YY.

Non-discrimination

... ¥Y. The Committee is also concerned about the continued
discrimination against children belonging to religious
minorities, especially Baha’i children and Sunni children, as
well as children who belong to minority ethnic and linguistic
groups, children born out of wedlock, and to a certain extent,
asylum-seeking and refugee children. Furthermore, it is
concerned that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
intersex (LGBTI) children continue to face discrimination
because of their real or perceived sexual orientation or
identity and that the same-sex sexual behaviour of
adolescents above the current age of criminal responsibility is
criminalized and punished with penalties ranging from
flogging to the death penalty.

¥Y.  The Committee recommends that the State party take
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effective measures, including accountability, to put an end to
discrimination against religious, ethnic and linguistic
minorities, children born out of wedlock and asylum-seeking
and refugee children, and that it ensure that those
responsible for any forms of discrimination against such
groups are held accountable. Furthermore, the Committee
recommends that the State party decriminalize same-sex
relations and take measures to eliminate discrimination
against LGBTI children.

Concluding observations on the combined third and fourth
periodic reports of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
CRC/C/IRN/CO/¥-¢, V¢ March Y+\1 paras. ¥\-YY,

the Committee is concerned about: ... Harassment, bullying
and expulsion of LGBTI children from schools for failing to
observe social expectations of femininity or masculinity;

The Committee recommends that the State party:
Prohibit, prevent and punish the harassment, bullying, and
expulsion from schools of LGBT]I children;

Concluding observations on the combined third and fourth
periodic reports of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
CRC/C/IRN/CO/Y-¢, V¢ March Y+Y1 para. VV-YA

A number of grounds on which discrimination is proscribed
are outlined in article ¥ of the Convention, including the
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child’s, parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic
or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.
These also include sexual orientation, gender identity and
health status, for example HIV status

General comment No. ¢ (Y++Y) on adolescent health and
development in the context of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-
ninth Session, Supplement No. ¢/ (A/¢%/¢Y), annex X, para.
"

General comment No. ‘¢ (YY) on the right of the child to
the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health
(art. Y¢), para. A.

Age is a prohibited ground of discrimination in several
contexts. The Committee has highlighted the need to address
discrimination against unemployed older persons in finding
work, or accessing professional training or retraining, and
against older persons living in poverty with unequal access to
universal old-age pensions due to their place of residence. In
relation to young persons, unequal access by adolescents to
sexual and reproductive health information and services
amounts to discrimination

ICESCR, General Comment No.y. (Y--4), para.ya.
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Article v, paragraph v, lists the prohibited grounds of

discrimination as “race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status”.

“Other status” as recognized in article Y, paragraph v,

includes sexual orientation. States parties should ensure that
a person’s sexual orientation is not a barrier to realizing
Covenant rights, for example, in accessing survivor’s pension
rights. In addition, gender identity is recognized as among
the prohibited grounds of discrimination; for example,
persons who are transgender, transsexual or intersex often
face serious human rights violations, such as harassment in
schools or in the workplace.

ICESCR, General Comment No.y. (Y++4), para.yy
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The Committee is concerned that consensual same-sex sexual
activity is criminalized and that convicted persons may even
receive the death penalty. It is also concerned that members
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community face
discrimination with respect to access to employment,
housing, education and health care, as well as social stigma
and marginalization (art. ¥).

The Committee recommends that the State party repeal or
amend all legislation that results or could result in
discrimination, prosecution and punishment of people
because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. The
Committee recommends that the State party take steps to
combat and prevent discrimination and societal stigma
against members of the leshian, gay, bisexual and
transgender community, and ensure their enjoyment of all
the rights enshrined in the Covenant, including unhindered
access to employment, social services, health care and
education, in line with article v, paragraph ¥, of the Covenant

and the Committee’s general comment No. Y+ (Y-+4) on non-

discrimination in economic, social and cultural rights.
Concluding observations on the second periodic report of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, adopted by the Committee at its

fiftieth session (vYa April-\v May y-\v), E/CAY/IRN/COIY,
para.y
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According to Article A of Iran’s passport law, married

women require their husband’s, or in an emergency
situation, the local prosecutor’s, permission to apply for a
passport...

Vice President for Women and Family Affairs, Shahindokht
Mowlverdi, stated on v+ September v+14 that “until the law is
revised, her office will look for [creating] exemptions so
female athletes and scientists can leave the country to attend
matches and conferences.” On Yy November Y.\, it was
reported that Ms. Ardalan was allowed to accompany her
team to Guatemala on a one-time pass from Tehran’s
prosecutor to travel in the absence of her husband'’s consent.

In its response, the Government alleges that restrictions on
women’s travel exist in order to protect women from harm.

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, A/IHRC/y\/#4, Y-\¢T

para.\y.

dde purd dgS B Zo g ewix mly (oled 1 (gl e
onds &yl g3 gy @Blg yo |y Wlagas pl 9 00,5 wSU s wliv S
olpl cdgs Ao 5l gac gledgs p o Gle ¥ oolo ¥ BISTL 51 2wgo

] oo; J...n."u

(b)) dans (S (A G10lae I (S lgie 4 g (3] oy )

JUw 5o a5 olpl 0 plo Gofl> Camdg ofg SNb,l3S sl 0,155 5o
0 pg3l by ahe) 50 e Boho Sllpl 51 (So il LIl FE
Gob a5 Sl ool (5,135 cnl 50wl 563 59dS 5l Z 9,5 Sl R
O Wb ol )d5 Bl yo g9 (2L Hhw Glp U oln) ©dgs (led
iy lod S Logyd |y poi

Goban 3l S
Slyx Rels 3 gy



Gender-based stereotypes

oIl obawl yo Wilusciws

Gender-based stereotypes, assumptions and
expectations related to women being the subordinates of
men and their role being solely as caregivers and
mothers, in particular, are obstacles to substantive
gender equality, including the equal right to sexual and
reproductive health, and need to be modified or
eliminated, as does the role of men solely as heads of
household and breadwinners.yy At the same time,

special measures, both temporary and permanent, are
necessary to accelerate the de facto equality of women
and to protect maternity.

ICESCR, General Comment No.YY (Y+1#), para.yv.

Measures aimed at assisting workers to reconcile work
with family responsibilities should not reinforce
stereotyped assumptions that men are the main
breadwinners and that women should bear the main
responsibility for the household.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yy (Y+1#), para.ys.

16395b 9 (oo ol 31 (551095 p &lge 3| (S (S s adls
sbaiols RE agolys “;.,.m)s 9 Gcl.o:.?l (solaidl §ais> oS oFuso 3l
Cowlyy pulis g9y g (piled (gyolo a4y (U W (19,5 Sguxe g (S
Slgo 31 (S olopo b dmslio yo Uy (30,5 Slaeds £ 48 g o0lgils w lo po
Sow 3l 69 ok Wb &5 cawl (559)b9 (o oD 1 (551095 9 (gu>
DS 1,8 alhlio 590 L9

wadled g o ye 9 o) L @2 9 (SOlPls b i oo 3lw (5518 2
103193l 33 950 9 () 2 wolise (F3lgls Sl AL (49,5

TV olod (it ol 50 (SpyE g eloial (golaidl Fadis aleS
(OIS o 450y i S Al b w b edgs o5 wiS (oo wSU sl o
ol (Folgils jgol eyl giumme 3 15 e 3l g Wi 03lgils sl 3l
W E2» g9dg0 i3 ((Slowan g (G52 jlows ek g Colpo 41 g wigled abli
el 00,5 7 yko [y gpdgo (nf « Jlasll o

9 <aldy @ axg I &)1 (Ml glasly &5 cunl (nl Jobi JoU8 435
slasl 35 9 U @8lw g glan (poli & azgi 51 £ 55 g L) 995 Cumlgs
g Loglay (8,5 ouyol duwo ;0 «@lho oI5 5,8 gl p ls,o wolgils

Ve

© 9o

9 (o lrainls
290U 9 e oDl

Gender-based
the & stereotypes
equal right to
sexual and
reproductive
health

b adods' b ablio
S g (S
b 9 glo e Solgls
Jll g )b 3> y0
Combat to

stereotyped
assumptions



Jb (e )0 g Ggliio gpdy Ul pgi g o g by S b S
Mbsn oolgils o LQ.J asYole

States must recognize, and take measures to rectify, '
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The right to sexual and reproductive
health is an integral part of the right to
health enshrined in article v of the

International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights.
ICESCR, General Comment

(v+y#), the
reproductive health (article v of the

International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights
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Most recently, the y.v. Agenda for

Sustainable Development includes goals
and targets to be achieved in the area of
sexual and reproductive health.

the vy.v. Agenda for Sustainable

Development, adopted by the General
Assembly in September v+\a4. Goal v of

the v.v¥. Agenda is “Ensure healthy lives

and promote well-being for all at all
ages”, and Goal & is “Achieve gender
equality and empower all women and
girls”.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yy
(v+1#), para.)
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Due to numerous legal, procedural,
practical and social barriers, access to
the full range of sexual and reproductive
health facilities, services, goods and
information is seriously restricted. In
fact, the full enjoyment of the right to
sexual and reproductive health remains
a distant goal for millions of people,

especially for women and girls,
throughout the world.
ICESCR, General Comment No.yy

(Y+V#), para.y.

Certain individuals and population
groups that experience multiple and
intersecting forms of discrimination that
exacerbate exclusion in both law and
practice, such as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex persons and
persons with disabilities, the full
enjoyment of the right to sexual and
reproductive health is further restricted.
ICESCR, General Comment No.yy

(v+1#), para.y.
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The present general comment is aimed
at assisting State parties in their
implementation of the Covenant and
fulfilling their reporting obligations
thereunder. It concerns primarily the
obligation of States parties to ensure
every individual’s enjoyment of the
right to sexual and reproductive health,

as required under article v, but is also

related to other provisions of the
Covenant.

ICESCR, General
(v+1#), para.y.

Comment No.yy

The freedoms include the right to make
free and responsible decisions and
choices, free of violence, coercion and
discrimination,  regarding  matters
concerning one’s body and sexual and
reproductive health.
ICESCR, General

(Y+1#), para.s

Comment No.yY
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to realize the right to sexual and
reproductive health, States parties must
address the social determinants as
manifested in laws, institutional
arrangements and social practices that
prevent individuals from effectively
enjoying in practice their sexual and
reproductive health.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yyY
(v+1%), para.A.

the right to sexual and reproductive
health, combined with the right to

education (articles v and Yf) and the
right to non-discrimination and equality
between men and women (articles ¥ (Y)
and v), entails a right to education on

sexuality and reproduction that is
comprehensive, non-discriminatory,
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evidence-based, scientifically accurate
and age appropriate. The right to sexual
and reproductive health, combined with
the right to work (article #) and just and

favourable working conditions (article
¥), as well as the right to non-

discrimination and equality between
men and women, also requires States to
ensure employment with maternity
protection and parental leave for
workers, including  workers in
vulnerable situations, such as migrant
workers or women with disabilities, as
well as protection from sexual
harassment in the workplace and
prohibition of discrimination based on
pregnancy, childbirth, parenthood,
sexual orientation, gender identity or
intersex status.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yY
(v+1#), paraa.

denial of abortion often leads to
maternal mortality and morbidity,
which in turn constitutes a violation of
the right to life or security, and in
certain circumstances can amount to
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yy
(v+1%), para.-.
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The realization of the rights of women
and gender equality, both in law and in
practice, requires  repealing  or
reforming discriminatory laws, policies
and practices in the area of sexual and
reproductive health. Removal of all
barriers interfering with access by
women to comprehensive sexual and
reproductive health services, goods,
education and information is required.
To lower rates of maternal mortality
and morbidity requires emergency
obstetric care and skilled birth
attendance, including in rural and
remote areas, and prevention of unsafe
abortions. Preventing unintended
pregnancies and unsafe abortions
requires States to adopt legal and policy
measures to guarantee all individuals
access to affordable, safe and effective
contraceptives and  comprehensive
sexuality education, including for
adolescents; to liberalize restrictive
abortion laws; to guarantee women and
girls access to safe abortion services and
quality post-abortion care, including by
training health-care providers; and to
respect the right of women to make
autonomous decisions about their sexual
and reproductive health.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yY
(Y+1%), para.yA.

States must guarantee physical and
mental health care for survivors of
sexual and domestic violence in all
situations, including access to post-
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exposure prevention, emergency
contraception and safe abortion
services.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yY

(v+1%), para.fo.

States parties should give information
on any

measures taken by the State to help
women prevent unwanted pregnancies,
and to ensure that they do not have to
undergo life-threatening clandestine
abortions.

HRC, General Comment NO. YA Yeoo,
para.\..

Essential medicines should also be
available, including a wide range of
contraceptive methods, such as condoms
and emergency contraception, medicines
for abortion and for post-abortion care,
and medicines, including generic
medicines, for the prevention and
treatment of sexually transmitted
infections and HIV.
ICESCR, General

(v+1%), para.yy.

Comment No.yy
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As elaborated in the Committee’s
general comment No. ¥, accessibility

includes physical accessibility,
affordability and information
accessibility.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yY
(Y+1#), paras. \o-Y).

It is also concerned about the Bill on the
Comprehensive Population and Family
Excellence Plan, which places significant
restrictions on accessing contraceptives
and criminalizes abortion-related
medical services.

The Committee draws the State party’s
attention to its general comment No. 1

(v-3y) on the right of the child to the

enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health, and recommends
that the State party take all necessary
measures to prevent early pregnancies
by prohibiting child marriages and
providing access to contraceptives and
to safe abortion, and to post-abortion
care services, throughout the country. It
also recommends that the State party
decriminalize abortions in all
circumstances and ensure that the views
of the pregnant girl are always heard
and respected in abortion decisions.

Concluding  observations on  the
combined third and fourth periodic
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reports of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
CRC/C/IRN/CO/Y-¥, ¢ March v,

paras. £4-V-.

Non-discrimination, in the context of the
right to sexual and reproductive health,
also encompasses the right of all
persons, including lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex persons, to be
fully  respected for their sexual
orientation, gender identity and intersex
status.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yY
(v+1#), para.yy.
Criminalization of sex between

consenting adults of the same gender or
the expression of one’s gender identity is
a clear violation of human rights.
Likewise, regulations requiring that
lesbian, gay, bisexual transgender and
intersex persons be treated as mental or
psychiatric patients, or requiring that
they be “cured” by so-called
“treatment”, are a clear violation of
their right to sexual and reproductive
health. State parties also have an
obligation to combat homophobia and
transphobia, which lead to
discrimination, including violation of the
right to sexual and reproductive health.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yy

(Y+1%), para.yy.

The experiences of women of systemic
discrimination and violence throughout
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their lives require comprehensive
understanding of the concept of gender
equality in the right to sexual and
reproductive health. Non-discrimination
on the basis of sex, as guaranteed in
article v (v) of the Covenant, and the

equality of women, as guaranteed in
article v, require the removal of not only

direct discrimination but also indirect
discrimination, and the ensuring of
formal as well as substantive equality.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yy

(v+1#), para.ys.

States parties must provide information
to enable the Committee to assess the
effect of any laws and practices that may
interfere with women’s right to enjoy
privacy and other rights protected by
article yv on the basis of equality with

men ... Another area where States may

fail to respect women’s privacy relates
to their reproductive functions, for
example, where there is a requirement
for the husband’s authorization to make
a decision in regard to sterilization;
where general requirements are
imposed for the sterilization of women,
such as having a certain number of
children or being of a certain age, or
where States impose a legal duty upon
doctors and other health personnel to
report cases of women who have
undergone abortion.
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HRC, General Comment NO. YA Yeoo,

para.y-.
Individuals belonging to particular
groups may be disproportionately

affected by intersectional discrimination
in the context of sexual and reproductive
health. As identified by the Committee,
groups such as, but not limited to, poor
women, persons with disabilities,
migrants, indigenous or other ethnic

minorities, adolescents, lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and intersex
persons, and people living with

HIV/AIDS are more likely to experience
multiple discrimination.
ICESCR, General Comment

(v+1%), para.y-.

No.vy

States must ensure that individuals are
not subject to harassment for exercising
their right to sexual and reproductive
health.

ICESCR, General
(v+1%), para.yy.

Comment No.yy
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This requires States to repeal or reform
laws and policies that nullify or impair
the ability of certain individuals and
groups to realize their right to sexual
and reproductive health. There exists a
wide range of laws, policies and
practices that undermine autonomy and
right to equality and non-discrimination
in the full enjoyment of the right to
sexual and reproductive health, for
example criminalization of abortion or
restrictive abortion laws.

ICESCR, General Comment

(Y+1%), para.y¥f.

No.yy

States must reform laws that impede the
exercise of the right to sexual and
reproductive health. Examples include
laws criminalizing abortion, non-
disclosure of HIV status, exposure to
and transmission of HIV, consensual

sexual activities between adults, and
transgender identity or expression.
ICESCR, General Comment No.yyY

(v+1#), para.f-.

The obligation to respect also requires
States to repeal, and refrain from
enacting, laws and policies that create
barriers in access to sexual and
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reproductive  health  services. This
includes  third-party  authorization
requirements, such as parental, spousal
and judicial authorization requirements
for access to sexual and reproductive
health  services and information,
including for abortion and
contraception; biased counselling and
mandatory waiting periods for divorce,
remarriage or access to abortion
services; mandatory HIV testing; and
the exclusion of particular sexual and
reproductive health services from public
funding or foreign assistance funds. The
dissemination of misinformation and the
imposition of restrictions on the right of
individuals to access information about
sexual and reproductive health also
violates the duty to respect human
rights.

ICESCR, General
(v+1#), para.f).

Comment No.yY

States are obliged to ensure that
adolescents have full access to
appropriate information on sexual and
reproductive health, including family
planning and contraceptives, the
dangers of early pregnancy and the
prevention and treatment of sexually
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transmitted diseases, including
HIV/AIDS, regardless of their marital
status and whether their parents or
guardians consent, with respect for their
privacy and confidentiality.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yY
(v+1#), para.f¥.
(@) To repeal or eliminate laws,

policies and practices that criminalize,
obstruct or undermine access by
individuals or a particular group to
sexual and reproductive health facilities,
services, goods and information;

(b) To adopt and implement a
national strategy and action plan, with
adequate budget allocation, on sexual
and reproductive health;

(©) To guarantee universal and
equitable  access to  affordable,
acceptable and quality sexual and

reproductive health services, goods and
facilities, in particular for women and

disadvantaged and marginalized
groups;
(d) To enact and enforce the legal

prohibition of harmful practices and
gender-based violence, including female
genital mutilation, child and forced
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marriage and domestic and sexual
violence, including marital rape, while
ensuring privacy, confidentiality and
free;

(e) To take measures to prevent
unsafe abortions and to provide post-
abortion care and counselling for those
in need;

(f To ensure all individuals and
groups have access to comprehensive
education and information on sexual
and reproductive health;

(9) To provide medicines, equipment
and technologies essential to sexual and
reproductive health;

(h) To ensure access to effective and
transparent remedies and redress,
including administrative and judicial
ones, for violations of the right to sexual
and reproductive health.

ICESCR, General Comment
(v+1#), para.fa.

(d) Ensure that schools provide age-
appropriate information on sexual and
reproductive  health and  rights,
including in relation to gender relations
and responsible sexual behaviour, HIV
prevention, nutrition and protection
from violence and harmful practices;...

To this end, health-care providers and
teachers with adequate knowledge,
understanding and skills play a crucial
role in conveying the information,
preventing harmful practices and
identifying and assisting women and
girls who are victims of or might be at

No.yy
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risk of being subjected to them.
Joint general recommendation No. Y,

para.sA

Joint general recommendation No. v\ of

the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women/general

comment No. YA of the Committee on the

Rights of the Child on harmful
practices, Y-\f, para.#A-s4.

Age is a prohibited ground of
discrimination in several contexts. In
relation to young persons, unequal
access by adolescents to sexual and
reproductive health information and
services amounts to discrimination

ICESCR, General Comment No.y-
(Y++9), para.ya.

The Committee notes that the State
party advised, during the dialogue, that
sexual and  reproductive  health
information was included in school
curricula in some parts of the country,
but it is concerned that this information
is not sufficient. The Committee is also
concerned that LGBTI children have no
access to information about gender
identity or sexual orientation and that
transgender persons are forced to
undergo surgical treatment.

Concluding  observations on  the
combined third and fourth periodic
reports of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
CRC/C/IRN/CO/¥-¢, Y¢ March Y« \%,
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paras.V\-VY,

Adolescent health

The Committee notes that the State
party advised, during the dialogue, that
sexual and reproductive health
information was included in school
curricula in some parts of the country,
but it is concerned that this information
is not sufficient. The Committee is also
concerned that LGBTI children have
no access to information about gender
identity or sexual orientation and that
transgender persons are forced to
undergo surgical treatment.

In the light of its general comment No.
f (v.-¥) on adolescent health and

development, the Committee
recommends that the State party adopt
a comprehensive sexual and

reproductive  health  policy  for
adolescents throughout the country and
ensure that sexual and reproductive
health education is part of the
mandatory school curriculum and is
targeted at adolescent girls and boys,
with special attention to preventing
early  pregnancy and  sexually
transmitted infections. It also urges the
State party to take measures to provide
LGBTI children with access to
information on gender identity and
sexual orientation. Furthermore, it
urges the State party to put an end to
forcible  surgical  treatment  of
transgender persons.

Concluding observations on the
combined third and fourth periodic
reports of the Islamic Republic of Iran,

CRC/C/IRN/CO/¥-¥, \f March Y-\#, paras.
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the harmful practices and norms and gender-based
violence that deny them their full sexual and
reproductive health, such as female genital mutilation,
child and forced marriage and domestic and sexual
violence, including marital rape, among other things.
States parties must put in place laws, policies and
programmes to prevent, address and remediate
violations of the right of all individuals to autonomous
decision-making on matters regarding their sexual
and reproductive health, free from violence, coercion
and discrimination.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yy (Y+1#), para.ya
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Polygamy is contrary to the dignity of women and girls
and infringes on their human rights and freedoms,
including equality and protection within the family.

Joint general recommendation No. ¥y of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women/general comment No. ‘A of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful
practices, Y-\¥, para. Yb.
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polygamy

The Committee strongly urges the State party to: ...
Review its legislation with a view to banning
polygamy, which is contrary to women’s and girls’
dignity and infringes their human rights and
freedoms, including equality and protection within the
family.

Concluding observations on the combined third and
fourth periodic reports of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, CRC/C/IRN/CO/Y-¥, \¢ March y.\¢#, para. s+
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polygamy

Child marriage, also referred to as early marriage, is any
marriage where at least one of the parties is under ‘A
years of age... A child marriage is considered to be a
form of forced marriage, given that one and/or both
parties have not expressed full, free and informed
consent.

Joint general recommendation No. ¥y of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women/general comment No. ‘A of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful
practices, Y+\¥, para.y-.
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Child marriage,
forced marriage

YA




The Committee strongly urges the State party to: ...
Develop awareness-raising campaigns and
programmes on the harmful effects of child marriage
on the physical and mental health and well-being of
girls

Concluding observations on the combined third and
fourth periodic reports of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, CRC/C/IRN/CO/Y-¥, \¢ March y.\¢#, para. s+
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child marriage

To enact and enforce the legal prohibition of harmful
practices and gender-based violence, including female
genital mutilation, child and forced marriage and
domestic and sexual violence, including marital rape,
while ensuring privacy, confidentiality and free;
ICESCR, General Comment No.yy (Y+1#), para.fa.
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Crimes committed in the name of so-called honour are
acts of violence that are... committed against girls
and women because family members consider that
some suspected, perceived or actual behaviour will
bring dishonour to the family or community. Such
forms of behaviour include entering into sexual
relations before marriage, refusing to agree to an
arranged marriage, entering into a marriage without
parental consent, committing adultery,

seeking divorce, dressing in a way that is viewed as
unacceptable to the community, working outside the
home or generally failing to conform to stereotyped
gender roles.

Joint general recommendation No. Y\ of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women/general comment No. ‘A of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful
practices, Y+ V¢ para.Ys.

The Committee is concerned that girls are severely
limited in their right to take part in cultural, artistic and
sports activities both within and outside schools, partly
due to the enforcement of the hijab on girls from the
age of ¥ years. It is also concerned that women and

girls are forbidden from sports stadiums as this is
considered to lead to “immoral consequences”, which
is in violation of article ¥\ of the Convention.

Concluding observations on the combined third and
fourth periodic reports of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, CRC/C/IRN/CO/¥-¢, Y¢  March Y«\%,
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Crimes committed in the
name of so-called honour
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The reference to equal opportunity requires that hiring,
promotion and termination not be discriminatory. This
is highly relevant for women and other workers, such
as workers with disabilities, workers from certain
ethnic, national and other minorities, lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and intersex workers, older
workers and indigenous workers.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yy (Y-1¢), para.yy.

The Committee underlines the importance of
consultation in formulating, implementing, reviewing
and monitoring laws and policies related to the right to
just and favourable conditions of work, not only with
traditional social partners such as workers and
employers and their representative organizations, but
also with other relevant organizations, such as those
representing persons with disabilities, younger and
older persons, women, workers in the informal
economy, migrants and lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex persons, as well as
representatives of ethnic groups and indigenous
communities.

ICESCR, General Comment No.yy (Y+\#), para.as.

Women are also disproportionately criminalized owing
to their situation or status, such as being involved in
prostitution, being a migrant, having been accused of
adultery, identity as a lesbian, bisexual or transgender
woman or intersex person, having undergone an
abortion or belonging to other groups that face
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The right to work for
lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex
workers
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discrimination.
CEDAW, General recommendation No. ¥¥ on women’s

access to justice, Y+, para.fa.

The Committee is concerned that members of the
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community face
harassment, persecution, cruel punishment and even
the death penalty. It is also concerned that these
persons face discrimination on the basis of their sexual
orientation, including with respect to access to
employment, housing, education and health care, as
well as social exclusion within the community

CEDAW, Concluding observations of the Human
Rights Committee , Islamic Republic of Iran, Y.\,

para.\-.

States parties should take measures to fully protect
persons working in the sex industry against all forms of
violence, coercion and discrimination. They should
ensure that such persons have access to the full range of
sexual and reproductive health-care services.

ICESCR, General Comment No.ry (Y-\#), para.yy.
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Women are being involved
In prostitution, lesbian
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to fully protect persons
working in the sex industry
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